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FROM OUR PASTOR 
He [Joseph] went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a man-
ger, because there was no place for them in the inn.                            
    Luke 2:5-7 

There is a holiness to the moment when 
the ordinary is interrupted by the ex-
traordinary, and our eyes are open to 

God’s movement in the world. The Gospel of Luke 
gives us great details of such a holy moment when the 
Son of God was born in a stable in Bethlehem. Mary 
and Joseph, life interrupted by an unplanned pregnan-
cy and a census. Bethlehem interrupted by an influx of 
long-departed sons and daughters returning home to 
be counted. Innkeepers interrupted with a last-minute 
scramble to find shelter for those who had nowhere 
else to go…and for a young mother in labor. Mary, her 
birth plans interrupted by this journey, will lie down in 
the straw, writhing in pain and fright, with no female 
relative or friend by her side to comfort her with sis-
terly understanding of her pain. Joseph, expectations 
interrupted, watches the miracle of this birth in which 
he is to play only a supporting role. The shepherd’s 
ordinary night is interrupted with an impromptu con-
cert by Angels from on high; their nightwatch sus-
pended so they could go and see this baby who would 
change the world. All normalcy is interrupted when 
God dwells in human flesh and comes to live among 
us; a holy King residing in the helpless flailing of tiny 
arms and legs.  

Isn’t it interesting that we have taken a night of ex-
traordinary surprise and interruption and chosen to 
celebrate it with routine and ritual that we cling to 
with dogged determination? Of course, we love our 
Christmas routines and the sense of comfort they 
bring. We long for the enduring rite of families gath-
ered, grandma’s famous dressing to accompany the 
turkey, and the exchanging of gifts and the singing of 
carols. 2020 has been a difficult year, and with the 
COVID crisis going unchecked, we are being urged to 
let go of some of those Christmas routines and rituals 
that are so meaningful to us, for the sake of reducing 
the spread of this potentially deadly and damaging 
virus. It is heartbreaking and we are tempted to ignore 
the caution and keep things as normal as possible, be-
cause honestly, we are tired of the chaos of this year. 
But what if God had chosen to keep things normal? 
How would that first Christmas have unfolded were it 
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not for the holy interruptions that made the birth of 
Jesus such an extraordinary event?  

Perhaps 2020 is our chance to be still and watch for 
the holy interruption of God’s presence among us. 
Maybe we can take this year to put aside our 
“normal,” and to give God a chance to show us  
extraordinary again. Imagine if we uncover God’s 

 

RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Wilkesboro UMC has had  
the great honor of having  
Cathy Freeman on our staff for 
the past 35 years. She has not 
only been our pianist & organist, 
but she has taught Sunday School 
and been involved in the life of 
our church as a faithful member 
and thus become a friend of all 

who walk in our door. I have watched her not only 
play beautifully and set a worshipful mood for our  
services, but I have also seen her go out of her way to 
welcome strangers, show compassion, and offer aid 
to anyone in need. Therefore it is bittersweet that 
Cathy has announced it is time to retire. We will miss 
her as a vital part of our staff but we rejoice that she 
remains a faithful member and we do not lose her 
friendship and presence among us. She will continue 
to play for community events where she brings much 
joy and comfort through her music and she will play 
for us on occasion. 

As Cathy wrote in her retirement letter, quoting  
Ecclesiastes 3:1: For everything there is a season and 
a time for every purpose under heaven. While we are 
sad to see this season change, we pray for much 
blessing for the new season of retirement for Cathy. I 
do hope you will all reach out with cards and calls to 
let her know you appreciate all she has given us for 35 
years and to show gratitude for her continued place 
as a member of Wilkesboro UMC. 

We also want to invite you to give to a Love Offering 
we are collecting as a way to say thank you for Cathy’s 
many years of service. If you wish to send in a love 
offering you may do so by dropping it by the church 
office or by mailing it to the church at PO Box 197 
Wilkesboro NC 28697. Please try to get those gifts in 
to us by December 6th and be sure to mark your gift 
payable to WUMC/memo “Love Offering”. 

Cathy, we love you and appreciate all you have given 
us. Thank you for your years of faithful service. 

This article continues on page 2.  

David & Cathy  
Freeman 
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all funds giving report 

10/25  $   3,097.19 

11/01           $   5,470.00 

11/08  $   7,727.00 

11/15  $   4,635.00 

contact us 
Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman 
contact church office 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays, until further notice.   

If needed prior, please email Glenda  
or contact the church office. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 

Wilkesboro NC 28697 
 Giving Online via our church 

website on the homepage. 
 Automatic bank draft via your 

personal bank. 

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY 
Thanks for continuing to donate cancelled stamps since 2014! 
The Alliance Stamp Ministry provides Sunday school materials 
translated and distributed to nearly 40 denominations in al-

most 20 Latino countries by funds received from the sale of cancelled 
stamps.  $20K has been raised through July this year, which is lower than 
the average amount raised in previous years. 

A collection box is available in the Educational Building labeled “Stamp 
Ministry”. Vitally important—when trimming the cancelled stamps from 
the corner of the envelope, leave 1/4” or 1/3” of paper around the stamp. 
The only stamps that cannot be used are metered postage and stamps 
that are torn, wrinkled or not postmarked.   

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
Annually, our congregation participates with Rise Against 
Hunger (RAH) by raising funds to purchase meals for the 
world’s most destitute and hungry.  Our financial goal of  

$6,800 will provide 20,000+ meals. Financial gifts to WUMC-memo “RAH” 
are welcomed.  Our Meal Packaging Event in 2021 is to be determined. 

Excerpts from RiseAgainstHunger.org: 
“Hunger doesn’t have to exist — let’s end it together… Rise Against Hun-
ger is growing a global movement to end hunger by empowering commu-
nities, nourishing lives and responding to emergencies...We’re on the road 
to end hunger, aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Goal #2 of Ze-
ro Hunger. From the implementation of sustainable community develop-
ment projects to our meal packaging program that harnesses the passion 
of local volunteers, we strive to make an impact on hunger by building re-
silience, self-sufficiency and empowerment in communities worldwide...” 

“From Our Pastor” article continued from page 1. 

presence by simplifying our routines and minimizing our gatherings, and 
instead, take the time to sit quietly in the light of the Christmas tree and 
ponder Mary and Joseph, with no family by their side, as they ushered Je-
sus into the world. Or, rather than regret not gathering in church to sing 
our favorite hymns and carols, how might we be content to tune our ears 
to the angel song and let the heavens sing for us of the coming of a king?  

This year will be different in many ways, but the coming of Jesus was nev-
er meant to be ordinary and routine. May we embrace the interruption as 
an opportunity to look with awe upon Jesus…Emmanuel…God with us. 

Merry Christmas and peace be with you, 
Pastor Karen 

DECEMBER GROUP EVENTS 
UMW Meeting—Tuesday, December 1 

@ 6:30pm—To participate via Zoom, contact Sherry Mabry, 336-927-4332. 

Advent Fellowship—Wednesdays, December 2, 9, & 16 
@ 6:30pm—Enjoy a brief devotion and a time of visiting  
& fellowship with one another, a time of singing some  
Christmas carols together via Zoom.  

If you want to learn how to use Zoom so you can join, please contact  
Pastor Karen, 336-293-3697. 

Christmas Eve Worship—Thursday, December 24  
Details to be announced. 

Prayer Service—Wednesday, December 30  
@ 6:30pm—Prayers & scripture focused on hope in 2021  

will be shared via Zoom & Facebook Live. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
We are United Methodist Women, a powerful, fearless force 
driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood.  With a focus on 
women, children and youth, we act for justice and transform 
communities.  We invite you to join us, because love in action 
can change the world. 

Faith:  At our heart and in our soul we are a faith-driven organization.  Our beliefs 
bring us together, and our spirituality pushes us to do more.  Join us to boldly live 
your faith and connect to something bigger. 

Action:  Our actions have always spoken as loud as our words.  Acts of love.  Acts 
of faith.  Acts of change.  For more than 150 years our members have been show-
ing up and getting things done.  Together, we’re making the world a better place: 
locally, globally, fearlessly. 

Sisterhood:  Our bond to one another is a sisterhood like no other.  Connecting 
together as community leaders, justice warriors and brave change-makers, we are 
women with more than a cause.  We are on a mission to boldly act and transform 
communities. 

Act Boldly:  Bold action, like faith, takes courage.  Our bravery is inspired by God’s 
love and driven by our powerful commitment to improve the lives of women, chil-
dren and youth.  We’re a sisterhood that tackles the hard work of the world with-
out hesitation.  We show up, we take action, we get it done.  Our passion is bound-
less.  And it all begins with you. 

United Methodist Women is evolving to better reflect how we answer our call-
ing today.  It’s an exhilarating time, as we commit to even greater inclusivity, 
activism and impact.  Yet we remain women of passion and power, united by 
God’s love in our mission to help women, children and youth. 

United in Sisterhood.  You are essential.  We’ve stood side by side through 
challenges and joys.  But the work is not done.  Our strengths are needed now 
more than ever.  Let’s stand united in sisterhood, as together we continue to 
put love in action. 

Methodist women change the world.  Join your Methodist sisters as we 
unite to change the world.  Your talents, energy and ideas are welcome.  This 
work is essential, and your efforts will make all the difference.  You’ll find op-
portunities for friendship, personal growth and inspiring ways to live your 
faith.  Join us and help put love in action. 

Diversity makes us stronger.  United Methodist Women welcomes you to our 
global sisterhood.  With our commitment to greater inclusivity, activism and 
impact, we are seeking bold spiritual women like you who want to change the 
world.  Your talents, energy and ideas are essential to our work.  Find new 
friendships and meaningful opportunities for spiritual growth and soul care 
while you share your strengths, speak your truth and help us put love in action. 

Let’s change the world.  Join your Methodist sisters as we unite to change the 
world.  We welcome all bold spiritual women who want to act for justice.  
Your talents, energy and ideas are essential.  And your efforts make all the 
difference.  You’ll find flexible opportunities for spiritual growth and ways to 
support your community, live your faith and enrich your life.  Get active and 
share your strengths, in whatever way works for you, as together we put love 
in action.  (The above description of UMW taken from a survey sent to all 
UMW members for evaluation). 

If the above description fits you, please consider joining our UMW fellowship.  
UMW is evolving its branding and communications in this time of anticipated 
change in our world, community and church.  Our UMW unit meets the first 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30.  Currently we are meeting by Zoom (link sent 
via email and available on our Facebook group page).  Contact any current 
member for more information or contact me Sherry Mabry at 
mabrysh@gmail.com or 336.927.4332. Merry Christmas! 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The group thanks 
all those that 
gave for repair of 

sign that was put back in place 
the week of November 16th. In 
addition to donations for repair 
of the sign, the Men appreciate 
faithful golf tournament spon-
sors that have given in support 
of the tournament although the 
tournament was canceled. 
These additional funds allowed 
the group to donate $500 to 
Wilkes Ministry of H.O.P.E. for 
their Toy Store, plus $500 sent 
to the Honduras Agape Founda-
tion to help with relief from re-
cent major storms that devas-
tated the country. 

Due to the spike in Covid cases 
and Wilkes County being desig-
nated a hot spot for the virus, 

 

The UMM wishes everyone a  
Merry Christmas and stay safe. 

All men of the church are en-
couraged to join UMM next 
year for Christian fellowship 
and to help with group's sup-
port of church and community 
projects.  

CHRISTMAS MASKS 
Christmas masks 
are available 
while supplies last 
from the Sewing 

Bee group for a suggested 
donation of $5/mask.   

Sizes: adult M or L ;  
youth 2-5, 6-7, 9-11, 12-14  

Contact Tanya Shire 336-
927-0911, or Mary Hender-
son 336-838-3969 to order.  

CHRISTMAS HOPE 
The Hand In Hand 
ministry Christmas 
Hope for Families 
project helps Mora-

vian Falls Elem. students 
and their families who are 
in need. If you would like to 
contribute, please indicate 
“Christmas Families” on 
your gift to WUMC. 

mailto:mabrysh@gmail.com
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
10:00am Sunday School via Zoom 
11:00am Worship via Live Stream 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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Return Services Requested 

ENCLOSED INSERT 
Amen Corner, December Celebrations & Prayer Concerns 

DECEMBER 2020 
1 Tue 6:00p UMM, p. 3 

  6:30p UMW, p. 2, 3 
2 Wed 6:30p Advent Fellowship via Zoom, p. 2, 4 
6 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
  NO Keenagers luncheon 

9 Wed 6:30p Advent Fellowship via Zoom, p. 2, 4 
13 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
16 Wed 6:30p Advent Fellowship via Zoom, p. 2, 4 
20 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
24 Thu TBA Christmas Eve Worship Service, p. 2 
25 Fri    Christmas Day—Church Office Closed 
27 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
30 Wed 6:30p Prayer Service via Zoom & Livestream, p. 2 

Updates and communication are pro-
vided via Letters from Our Pastor on 
www.WilkesboroUMC.com, email/
mail, and occasional phone tree mes-
sages as needed to help each other 
Stay Connected! Contact the church 

office, should you need help connecting :) 

reach out to each other: By phone, by postal mail, by 
email—reach out sharing expressions of love, encourage-
ment, and prayers. Simply let someone know you are 
thinking of them. Contact the church office for addresses 
or phone numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school class: Join Jan Taylor and friends at 10am 
for class via Zoom.  To obtain the direct meeting link or  
phone number to dial in, please contact the church office. 

sunday worship:  Join Pastor Karen and Jim Brooks for 
livestream Worship at 11am on the church’s Facebook 
page. The video of each worship service will be made  
available on the church’s YouTube channel soon after. 

wednesday night advent fellowship: Connect with oth-
ers by participating via Zoom.  A direct link or phone num-
ber to attend at 6:30pm on Wednesdays is shared each 
week on Monday by email/mail.  

Advent Fellowship 
Wednesdays @ 6:30pm 
December 2, 9, & 16 

Enjoy a brief devotion, a time of visiting & fellowship 
with one another, a time of singing some Christmas 
carols together via Zoom.  

If you need help learning how to use Zoom so you can 
join, please contact Pastor Karen. 

STAY CONNECTED 

HONDURAS MISSION 2021 
Honduras Mission has been scheduled 
—>May 5-15, 2020. Anyone interested 
in becoming part of the Wilkesboro 

UMC mission team should contact the church office.  
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo “Honduras” welcomed. 

NC GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
Be a voice! Virtual Training begins January 19, 2021.  

 Volunteers are trained as child advocates for 
abused and neglected children. 

 Child advocates and attorneys work together to 
champion children’s needs in court. 

 Child advocates promote a safe and permanent 
home for children. 

Must complete online application 
and be approved by GAL District 

Administrator prior to participating in Training Sessions 
(Tuesdays 1/19—2/23).  

Registration deadline January 5th. 
GAL.District23@nccourts.org; 336-651-4421 

VolunteerForGAL.org 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

